52 Queens

5 Shevat 5777 // February 1, 2017

COMMUNITY

COVERAGE BY
SUSIE GARBER

National Association
Of Chevrah Kadisha
Breakfast
Rabbi Elchonon Zohn, founder
of National Association of Chevrah
Kadisha, welcomed everyone to the
NASCK breakfast on Sunday morning, January 29, at Young Israel of
Kew Gardens Hills.
He began by thanking the Young
Israel of Kew Gardens Hills, Rabbi
Yoel Schonfeld, Rav of Young Israel of Kew Gardens Hills, and Rabbi
Fabian Schonfeld, Rav Emeritus
of Young Israel of Kew Gardens
Hills, for hosting the event. He also
thanked Yeshiva Central of Queens
for use of the parking lot for this
event, as well as the sponsors of the
event: Vaad HaRabbanim of Queens,
Main Street Bagel, CHAZAQ,
NASCK, Forest Hills Care Center
and Queens Jewish Link.
Rabbi Zohn introduced Rabbi
Yoel Schonfeld, Rav of Young
Israel of Kew Gardens Hills. Rabbi
Schonfeld began with a personal
thank you to the chevrah kaddisha
for all they had done for his mother who was niftar two weeks ago.
He noted that at a bris we all stand
up for the baby and at the end of
life we stand up for the niftar. He
pointed out that in the beginning
of life, we are saluting the baby, so
to speak, wishing him well on his
journey and on accomplishing his
mission. At the end of life, we salute
the niftar and look back and see
how he accomplished his mission.
What distinguishes the Torah community is how we treat the meis. He
spoke about a convert who decided to convert because she saw the
tremendous respect Jewish people
showed to the niftar.
Next, Rabbi Zohn shared that the
goal of the event was to focus on life
and for everyone to fill out a halachic living will. He urged participants
to take copies for others. He taught
that the Torah perspective on life is
different from the secular world’s
view of life. He then introduced
the guest speaker, Rabbi Paysach
Krohn, mohel, author and speaker.
Rabbi Krohn acknowledged that
no one wants to talk about death or
a life-threatening illness. He quoted Rabbi Zohn, “The Torah world’s
view of life is that every moment of
life has infinite value.” On the other
hand, the medical world’s view of
life is based on quality of life.
Rabbi Krohn shared a personal story about his mother’s last
day of life when she held tightly to
the lulav and esrog that her nephew, Rabbi Yehuda Gutman, helped
her to bless. She wouldn’t let go
and then she kissed them. She was
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teaching the important lesson that
even on the last day, a person can
accomplish so much.
Rabbi Krohn spoke about the
need to plan where one wishes to be
buried and to have a will which can
include tzedakos he wants to contribute to.
Rabbi Krohn then proposed the
idea of creating a video of parting
perspectives. In this video, parents
can tell children what they feel is
their children’s potential and the
life lessons they which to impart.
Following this moving shiur,
Rabbi Ilan Meirov, founder of
CHAZAQ, stirred the crowd with
a beautiful story and message. He
concluded that we must put our
wishes on paper to prevent misunderstanding or machlokes.
The last speaker, Rabbi Zohn,
thanked all the other speakers and
Rabbi Meirov and Yaniv Meirov for
their help with the TEAM Traditional End of Life Awareness Movement and this event.
He spoke about the idea of an
ethical will. This is a way to let our
children know what is important to

us. He then shared a teaching from
the Gemara that life becomes even
more valuable when things are difficult. This is the opposite of the pervading world view which defines
life by quality of life alone.
Rabbi Zohn added, “Life is life,
even life lived at a most uncomfortable level.”
The program ended with participants filling out living wills.
For more information, call
718-847-6280 or Florida office,
561-376-9972 or see NASCK.org.

Monumental Shabbos
In Kew Gardens Hills
Shabbos Parashas Vayigash, 9
Teves, was a monumental Shabbos
for the community of Kew Gardens Hills. This Shabbos marked
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the inauguration of Rabbi Shmuel
Marcus as the new Rav of the Young
Israel of Queens Valley following
the retirement of Rabbi Peretz
Steinberg, who has been the Mara
d’Asra for 56 years, since its inception.
Rabbi Marcus, who has been an
established Rav of Kehilas Ishei
Yisrael for 11 years, was asked to
become the new Rav of the Young
Israel of Queens Valley, with the
hope and expectation that his
congregants from Kehilas Ishei
Yisrael would join him in order to
ensure the continuity of the YIQV,
whose membership was dwindling.
Kehilas Ishei Yisrael, whose home
has been the basement of the YCQ
annex, would benefit as well, since
they did not have their own building.
Dr. Marty Braun welcomed the
new Rav and Rebbetzin during his
announcements at the end of the
davening. He also welcomed all the
people who will now be attending
the shul and encouraged them to
become active in the community
and to utilize their many talents in
the service of the shul. The service
was followed by a lovely .
This Shabbos marked the reversal of the “breakaway minyan”
trend; rather than splintering into
smaller minyanim subsets, two
very different minyanim joined
together to create a minyan set that
is far greater than the sum of its
parts.
When one looked out the windows and saw the beautiful white
snow that carpeted the ground
during the davening, one could not
help but believe that Hashem was
looking down at the community and
smiling.
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